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February 2017

To: 	AAA Global Conference Attendees

From:	Patricia Rose, Executive Director 
	Betty Djerf, Conference Manager

Re: 	Tentative Information: 2017 AAA Global Conference 



Here is information to help you in planning your attendance at the 2017 Global Conference of the American Academy of Advertising.

TIME AND LOCATION
The 2017 Global conference will be held July 6 - 8 in Tokyo on the campus of Waseda University. We have reserved a block of rooms at the RIHGA Royal Hotel right on the Waseda campus and in short walking distance to the conference facilities.

The conference will kick-off Thursday late afternoon, July 6th, with a few sessions followed by an opening reception. We will have conference sessions all day Friday, July 7th – along with a keynote speech by Yoshito Maruoka, President and COO of Dentsu Digital Inc. He is a long-time member of Japan Academy of Advertising. The day will be followed by a gala dinner.

Sessions continue on Saturday – and we will conclude the conference with a tour of Tokyo (Details forthcoming).


TOKYO
Some of us visited Japan in 2001 and 2003 – but we stayed by the airport and only visited Tokyo on a half day trip. We did the trip independently. This conference is different! We are holding this conference in the heart of Tokyo in conjunction with Waseda University (https://www.waseda.jp/top/en). 
Tokyo, the capital city of the parliamentary democratic monarchy of Japan, is also home to the Emperor's Palace and the seat of Government and Parliament. In East-Central Honshu, the largest of Japan's main islands, this heavily populated city is well worth exploring. One of the world's most modern cities in terms of its infrastructure and design – due largely to the 1923 earthquake and the devastation of WWII – Tokyo also holds the title of the world's most expensive city in which to live (it's also one of the easiest to get around thanks to its superb rail and subway networks). The cultural side of Tokyo combines the old and the new. It’s famous for its numerous museums; theaters; festivals; internationally noted cuisine; and professional sports clubs, including baseball and traditional Japanese pursuits like Sumo Wrestling. It's also a city rich in music and theater, with numerous venues featuring everything from Japanese to modern dramas, symphony orchestras, and pop and rock concerts. 
The chief attraction of Tokyo's Marunouchi district is the Imperial Palace with its beautiful 17th-century parks surrounded by walls and moats. Still in use by the Imperial family, the Imperial Palace stands on the site where, in 1457, the Feudal Lord Ota Dokan built the first fortress, the focal point from which the city of Tokyo (or Edo, as it was then) gradually spread. As famous as the palace is the Nijubashi Bridge leading to its interior, a structure that takes its name ("double bridge") from its reflection in the water. 
The Ginza is Tokyo's busiest shopping area and is as iconic as Times Square, and much older: it's been the commercial center of the country for centuries, and is where five ancient roads connecting Japan's major cities all met. Lined by exclusive shops and imposing palatial stores, the Ginza district is also fun to simply wander around or, better still, sit in one of its many tea and coffee shops or restaurants while watching the world rush past. At weekends, when everything is open, it's a shopper's paradise as traffic is barred, making it one of the world's largest pedestrian zones; come nightfall, gigantic advertising panels on its many buildings bathe Ginza in bright neon light. 
In the Asakusa district of Tokyo, the exquisite Sensō-ji Temple – the city's most famous shrine – stands at the end of a long street of shops where masks, carvings, combs made of ebony and wood, toys, kimonos, fabrics, and precious paper goods are on sale. Dedicated to Kannon, the Buddhist goddess of compassion, the temple was established in AD 645 and retains its original appearance despite having been rebuilt numerous times.

OUR CONFERENCE HOTEL
The RIHGA Royal Hotel is located at 1-104-19 Totsukamachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-8613. It is conveniently accessible by a free shuttle bus from Takadanobaba Station (JR Yamanote Line), or Waseda Station (Tokyo Metro). 

The hotel has both standard double (with one queen-size bed) and twin (with two twin beds) rooms that are spacious and comparable in size to most American hotel chains. Two people can easily share a room with two twin beds. Note that two of the seven floors are smoking floors, so pay attention to the smoking vs. non-smoking options when making your reservation. There is free Wi-Fi in all guest rooms.

The conference rate will be available for 7/6-7/9.
· One person for either twin or double room: 18,500Yen (approximately $163)
· Two persons sharing either twin or double room: 29,000Yen (approximately $255) (14,500Yen per person – approximately $128)
· Three persons sharing either twin or double room: 36,000Yen (approximately $317) (12,000Yen per person – approximately $106)
(the above US prices are based on conversion rates as of 2/17/17/ $1 = 114Y)

The conference rate may be availability before the conference; it is not possible for attendees to extend their reservation.
NOTE: WE ARE STILL WORKING WITH THE HOTEL TO SET UP THEIR WEB PAGE SO THAT YOU CAN BOOK ONLINE.  WE HOPE TO HAVE THIS BY MARCH 1st AND WILL SEND OUT BOOKING INFORMATION AT THAT TIME. PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE HOTEL PRIOR TO RECEIVING OUR BOOKING INFORMATION.
  



CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES 
We have continued to keep conference fees affordable: $325 for AAA members, $215 for AAA student members. Registration includes admission to all professional sessions, the opening reception, two lunches, morning and afternoon breaks, and the offsite Friday dinner and Saturday social event. Last minute registrations (from June 5th on) will have a surcharge of $50.

Non-members can attend by paying the non-member fee of $380.

You are welcome and encouraged to invite family and guests to the offsite Friday dinner and Saturday social event. This combination Guest Ticket will cost $150.

JAA and AAA attendees living in Japan should contact Morikazu Hirose directly at morikazu_187@fuji.ac.jp for payment information.

Note: Registration will not open until April 1st (after the AAA annual conference).

 
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS BETWEEN THE AIRPORT AND THE HOTEL
· Remember that taxis are extremely expensive.    
· The most convenient transportation option from either Narita or Haneda airport to the hotel is using Airport Limousine Bus to Shinjuku and take a taxi or subway from there to the hotel.

· Transportation options from Narita
· By train: JR Narita Express to Shinjuku Station, about 75 minutes.
· By bus: Airport Limousine bus to Shinjuku Station, about 85 minutes. Airport Limousine Bus fare between Narita airport and Shinjuku: 3,100Yen or about $29.00.
· In either case, take Ikebukuro-bound JR Yamanote Line from Shinjuku and get off at Takadanobaba Station, 2 stations from Shinjuku. From Takadanobaba Station Waseda exit, take the hotel’s free shuttle bus. 
· One can take a taxi from Shinjuku. Approximate taxi fare to the hotel is 1,500Yen or about $14. It takes about 15-20 minutes. 

· Transportation options from Haneda
· By train: Tokyo Monorail to Hamamatsucho Station (JR Yamanote Line), about 25 minutes. Or, Keikyu Airport Line Express to Shinagawa Station, about 25 minutes.
· By bus: Airport Limousine Bus fare between Haneda airport and Shinjuku: 1,230Yen or about $11.50.
· In either case, get off at Takadanobaba Station, about 30 minutes by JR Yamanote Line. From Takadanobaba Station Waseda exit, take the hotel’s free shuttle bus. 
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